[image: image1.png]AASLH

American Association
for State and Local History

1717 Church Street
Nashville, TN 37203-2991
Phone: 615/320-3203
Fax: 615/327-9013
membership@aaslh.org
www.aaslh.org





For Immediate Release

Contact:
Bethany Hawkins

hawkins@aaslh.org 



615-320-3203



AASLH

Hi-resolution JPEG images available at:  www.aspaceforfaith.com/media_room.shtml 

Paul Wainwright and Peter Benes Win the
2011 AASLH Award of Merit for Their Book
A Space for Faith: The Colonial Meetinghouses of New England

NASHVILLE, TN—August 9, 2011—The American Association for State and Local History (AASLH) proudly announces that Paul Wainwright and Peter Benes are the recipients of the 2011 Award of Merit from the AASLH Leadership in History Awards for the publication  A Space for Faith: The Colonial Meetinghouses of New England.  The AASLH Leadership in History Awards, now in its 66th year, is the most prestigious recognition for achievement in the preservation and interpretation of state and local history.  The award will be presented on September 16 during AASLH’s annual convention in Richmond, Virginia.
A Space for Faith: The Colonial Meetinghouses of New England is a collection of Wainwright’s classic black and white photographs that paints a composite portrait of these once ubiquitous landmarks of the New England landscape.  Only a few remain as they were – touched only by time – and Wainwright’s photographs give us a glimpse into an age when life was simpler.  
Benes’ essay tells the story of these icons of American history.  They were once the center of every Colonial New England town, and they embody many ideals that Americans take for granted today.  Participatory government (the “Town Meeting”) was first practiced and refined in them, and the separation of church and state was the direct result of growing Colonial dissent over their being financed with tax money.  The original Tea Party was organized in one – the Old South Meetinghouse – which still stands today in Boston and is part of Boston’s Freedom Trail.  
Brent Glass, Director of the National Museum of American History at the Smithsonian, provides a Foreword that connects the importance of these structures to 21st century Americans.
“I am deeply honored by this award,” says Wainwright.  “I have always considered the history of New England’s meetinghouses to be of national importance, and I am very pleased that this award will help bring their story to a wide audience.”

Paul Wainwright is a large-format black and white photographer from Atkinson, New Hampshire, and Peter Benes is the founder and director of the Dublin Seminar for New England Folklife, and resides in Lexington, Massachusetts.

More information about the book, including purchase options, can be found on the book’s web site, www.aspaceforfaith.com. 

This year, AASLH is proud to confer fifty-nine national awards honoring people, projects, exhibits, books, and organizations. The winners represent the best in the field and provide leadership for the future of state and local history. Presentation of the awards will be made at a special banquet during the 2011 AASLH Annual Meeting in Richmond, Virginia, on Friday, September 16, 2011. The banquet is supported by a generous contribution from the History Channel.

The AASLH awards program was initiated in 1945 to establish and encourage standards of excellence in the collection, preservation, and interpretation of state and 
local history throughout the United States.  The AASLH Leadership in History Awards not only honor significant achievement in the field of state and local history, but also brings public recognition of the opportunities for small and large organizations, institutions, and programs to make contributions in this arena.  For more information 

about the Leadership in History Awards, contact AASLH at 615-320-3203, or go to www.aaslh.org.

The American Association for State and Local History is a not-for-profit professional organization of individuals and institutions working to preserve and promote history.  From its headquarters in Nashville, Tennessee, AASLH provides leadership, service, and support for its members who preserve and interpret state and local history in order to make the past more meaningful in American society.  AASLH publishes books, technical publications, a quarterly magazine, and monthly newsletter.  The association also sponsors regional and national training workshops and an annual meeting.
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